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BY LYNNE FRIEDMANN

While camping along a river in Senegal, Africa, Carmi Penny, curator of mammals at the San Diego
Z0o, had a near-hippo encounter. “We found a nice, gentle slope and pitched our tents,” he recalls. “But
we soon realized the slope was one of several hippo haul-out areas.” River hippos are very vocal, so
during the night the campers were riveted by every grunt. They repeatedly awoke with a start,
wondering, “Are they going to haul out?” Fortunately, the hippos remained in the river, but there
wasn'’t a lot of shut-eye for the group that night!

These behemoths of the African plains have been both feared and revered since ancient times. They
are represented in Greek and Roman art and play a somewhat sinister role in Egyptian mythology. A
passage in the Book of Job in the Bible describes them, and a hippo named Obaysch caused a sensa-
tion in Victorian society when he came to the London Zoo in 1850. Hippos have been featured in books,
cartoons, songs, and films, and they even have dedicated fans on the Internet. In fact, it's hard to
imagine who hasn't heard of a hippo!






